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The Se ERH 11 of Mr. Fg eee 
the Commiſſion of the General A. 
en Hee Lith, 1730. 


1 5 ö A Judge it it wy Duty to lay before this - 
4 Commiſſion ſuch a tate of my 
Differenee from this National- 
church, as may ſerve to ſhew how, 
far it may juſtify the Treatment 
I have met with upon it, and ti 
manifeſt that I differ from this 
| Church no farther than the Word 
of God; as I underſtand it, obliges me to differ. 
And l am ho ful that what I now offer may ſerve ta 
bring cis Proc to a ſpeedy Mue, which is the 
Thing, erely deſire, 

Whatlies now before the Commiſſion to be candle; 


ended under the three fallowing Heads. uy 
refuſing to ſubſcribe the Formula, yy 1 


1 - be ſee the Government of this National-charc 
by Kirk-ſeſſions, Preshyteries, provincial Synods, an 
3 Aſſemblies, to be founded in the Word 
II. My retuſing to ſubſcribe ſome Paſſages in the 
Confeſhon of Faith, touching the Magiſtrates Power 
circa ſacra, and Liberty of Conſcience, with. jog © 
Propoſitions relatiye thereto, maintain'd by 
III. My exerciſing the miriſterial Office af 1 
forbidden upon thele * 'S 
2 


the Matter of my Condemnation, may b * 
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As to the ft of theſe, I refuſe to ſubſcribe. the 
 Farmule, becauſe I cannot ſee Precept or Example in 
Scripture for the Government of thisNational-church 
by Kirk ſeſſions, Presbyteries, provincial and natio- 
nalSynods; and I do not imagine that the Commiſſion 
will affirm there is ſuch a Foundation in the Word 
of God for the foreſaid Government. And if it 
ſhould be my Opinion, that it requires Precept or 
Example in God's Word for ſuch à Government, to 
warrand me to declare, that it is founded in that 
Word, or it I ſhould affirm that Church Courts, 
meeting in the Name of Chriſt, require as much 
Warrant in the Word of God, as Church-officers, 
acting in his Name; I ſee not any Propoſition in the 
publick Standards of the Church that condemns this, 
nor can I conceive how it ſhould! be a Grdund of 
Cenſure, ſince I have declar'd that I look upon this 
as the beſt national Eſtabliſhment, and that I'm very 
far from defiring to ſee it chang'd for another nati- 
| onal Church- government. f 
W And tho? it be by me affirm'd, that Congrega- 
2 tion, or Church of Jeſus Chriſt, with 1 | 
1 is in its Diſcipline ſubject 
Heaven, yet I neyer inten 
Subjection of a Pariſh wi 
Presbyteries, Synods and Aﬀemblies. For 
_ . Magiſtrate divides his SuhjeRs into Parc 
taught by ſo many Teachers, upon the E 
ment by himafforded,theNature of the Thing requires, 
that theſe Teachers ſtould be ſubject to the Over - | 
ſight of ſuch as, by the Law that affords them Mains | 
tenance, are appointed to overſee them, and to whom 
that Law makes them accountable. But it will not 
be affirm'd by the Commiſſion, that theſe Pariſhes 
and their Overſeers are of the ſame Kind with the 
| firſt . Churches or Congregations and their 
Peres Mteries: Fer theſe Congregations were he” 
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ed together only by af Goſpel ; and were Diſciples 
of Chriſt, voluntarily aſſociated for holding ſpirituaF 
Communion together, and for the Obſervation of the 
Laws of Chriſt, and the Enjoyment of the ſpiritual 


' Privileges of his Kingdom, which is not of this 


World, and they were governed by Presbyteries 
freely choſen and maintain'd by themſelyes. Now 
ſeeing ! tis evident theſe were qufte different Things 
from Pariſhes and Kirk-ſeffions, as 1 cannot. think but 


Pariſhes are defign'd urito better Ends, than to make 


ſuch Churches; as were from the Beginning, ulcleſs, 
and ſet them aſide ; ſo I cannot perſwade my ſelf that 


the Commiſſion will judge it a cenſurable Fault in 


me to hold, that, notwithſtanding of the Order of 
Pariſhes, it is ſtill lawful for "Miniſters and n 
of Chriſt to conform themſelves to the firſt Chriſtian 
Churches with their Presbyteries, 1 Theſe ii. 13, 14. 
So that, unleſs I be condemn'd for ſayirg that Kirk- 
ſeſſions and Pariſhes are not the ſame Thing with the 
firſt Chriſtian-Presbyteries and Congregations, the 
only Thing that remains to be conſider d, as a Ground 


for the Sentence againſt me upon this Head, is, That » 


I affirm theſe firſt Churches were not ſubjeRed in 
their Diſcipline to any Juriſdiction under Heaven. 
But as the Confefſion and Formula (which reſpects 
Pariſhes} does not preciſely decide this Queſtion, 
nor Contain any Propoſition that expreſly contradicts 


this; ſo there is no Evidence appearing to me from 


the Word of God, that theſe firit Churches were 
ſubject to any Juriſdition under Heaven in their 
Diiciplige, but much to the contrary, For, | 
1. Our Lord lodges the Power of binding and 
looſing nder himſelf, in that Church with. its Pres- 
bytery, unto which the offended Brother tells his 
Brother's Treſpaſs, after he has negle&ed to hear hith 


wich the one or two more, and he promiſes his Pre „ 


ſence with the ſmalleſt Presbytery of ſuch. a Churchin 
che Exerciſe of that Diſcipline, and that what _ 
f : 8 * A 
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Jo in his Name on the eh ſhall be ratified in 
"Heaven, Marth. xviii. 15,20; 74 
| When the Lord warrands'the ſmalleſt Preshytery of 
ſueh à Church to .exerciſe that Diſcipline in the 

Church, I cannot ſee that he hereby allows any 
"Num er of Biſhops or Presbyters, gathered together 
other Manner, to bind or looſe in his Name» 
Neither can I ſee, that his directing bis Diſeiples 
the Church to carry «towards them that do not 
hear the Church, as the Jews did towards Heathen 
Men and Publicans, can give any Ground to think 
phat he would by this have his Churches to be con- 
ituted after the Form of the Jewiſh National- 
hurch. But if there had been any Reference in @: 

Place unto the Conſtitution of the Fewiſb Church, 
hen T'conecive that a congregational Church with 

its Presbytery, where the Worſhip and the Diſ- 

Cipline hold Pace together, is far more agreeable \ 

fo the , Conſtitution of that Church, which was 
ne worſhipping Congregation with its Presbytery,the 

anhedrim, and where the Bounds for the Wor(WYip:and 
overnment were the ſame, and not as in National 

Churches now, where the Worſhip is comprehended in 

a Pariſh, and the Government ard Diſcipline extends, 

to the whole Nation. And as there were Synagogues 

in the Fewi/h Congregation, where the whole Wor- 

Ihip of the Church could not be perform'd; ſo there 

may be Meetings belonging unto a Congregational 

Church, wherein ſome Parts of ' Worſhip,' and Tome 

Things pertaining to the Diſcipline may be done. But | 

as the Commiſſion will oot allow of a Conformity to 

the Fewtſh Church in the Subordination of Chuch Of- 

«, Acers.ſo as little can I ſeeany Reaſon for a Conformity 

do that Church in a Subordination of Church Courts; | 

n Ind it will not be eaſy to prove, That theſe two Sub- | 

ordmations ſhould not go together, ; 

= " 2. As our Lord has thus committed the whole 

Power of Diſcipline under himſelf to a Congregati,, 

T tat . 2 | _—  - 0 | M ; CY 
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L Church with its $44. and left | it free * 
2 any other ſuxiſdiction, ſo when the Apoſtles 
had erected ſuch Churches with their Presbyteries, 


and were leaving them, they did not recommend. 


them to the Care of any Superior Court or Synod, 
but to the Lord on whom they believed, and tothe © 
Word of his Grace; and this even when they were 
forewarning them of the Caſe, of falſe Teachers, 
groſs Ecrors, and Seas, the very Caſe for which Sy- 
nods have been, by the Wiſdom of Man, judged 
ſolutely neceſſary, Ads xiv. 23. Ad, xx. 17,28=32- 
The Apoſtle direas urito Means to he uſed in this 
Caſe, under the Lord, and calls the Presbytery to 
take heed to themſelyes and to all the Flock, but 
ſpeaks. of no ſuch Mean is a Superior Court over 
fach a Presbytery. * 

There were Diviſions and many Evils prevailing, 
and grols Errors held in ſome of the firſt Churches, 
as in the Church at Corintb, and ſome of the Churches 
in Aſa; and theſe Churches are condemn'd for ſuf- 
fering ſuch Things, and commanded to reform them- 
ſelves, which they could not well do, if it belong'd 
to ww Superiors; but there is no Inſinuation of 
their Subjection in this Matter unto any ſuperior 
Court under Heayen, having Juriſdiction over them, 
nor any Reference unto ſuch Juriſditian. ,& 

3. The greatcſt Acts of Church Government and 
Diſcipline,” and the moſt important Deciſions in Do- 
&rine, that the New Teſtament ſpeaks of, were in 
Congregational Churches, and in no other Courts; 
as may appear from the following Inſtances. 

1. Excommunication and Abſolution was in the 
Power of the Church at Corinth, 1 Cor. v. 2 Cor. ii. 


And to any that will impartially conſider, 1 Cor. xl. 


18, 20. and xiv. 23+ it will, evidently appear to 
have been a Congregational *Church. The Apoſtle 
indeed ſpeaks of his delivering ſome unto Satan, 
1 Ii. i. 20. but it is not thereby clear that he did 
| as. A4 ' ==. it 
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d at, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. even as” it does not appe; 

8 his Say ing, The Gitt was giyen unto Think 

* by the Purtieß 3 7 his Hands, 2 Tim. i. 6, that 

this was not done in the Presbytery of a Church, 4 

we ſee it was, 1 Tim iv. 14. The trying and judg. 
ing ol falſe Apoſtles was a great Buſineſs, and t 

was done by the Elders with the Flock at Epbeſun 

Rev. ii. 2. compare Ads xx. 28. and that whole 

- Flock did in the Days of natius all partake of the 

Lord's Supper, and pray together in one Place. 

2. The firſt Inſtance of. Ordination is in the 

Church at Feruſalem, when it was manifeſtly but 

one Congregation, Acts i. and that Congregatian 

was very far from comprehending all tfe Diſciples of 

- .CThrilt then on the Earth: For it is clear fom 1 

Cor. xv. 6. that the Lord after his Reſurre&ion was 

ſeen of above 500 Brethren at once, of whom the 

. reater Part remain'd, when Paul wrote that Epf- 

le; but the Number of the Names together waz 

only about 120, when Peter ſtood up among them, 

| and call'd them to proceed to the Ordination of an 

. Apoſtle, in the Room of Judas, who was alſo, toge- 

ther with the Eleven, fo be choſen unto the Over. 

N ſight of that Church, Acts i. 14, 15, 20, 26. For 

tho' the Apoſtles had an immediate Commiſſion to 

be Witneſſes of the Lord's Reſurrection, as had alſo 

Matthias by Lot, yet they behoved to be the Over- 

ſeers o Biſhops of that Church by the Suffeages of 

the Church. Ard whatever Power they had to 

preach the Goſpel through the World, yet in Order 

thereto they firſt aſſembled themſelves with * the 

| \ Church, that the Goſpel might proceed out of a 


Church; even as, we ſee Paul the great Apoſtle of 


| the Gentiles aſſembled himſclt with the Church in 
Anticeh, and from thence went forth into the Gens 
tile World to fulfil his Commiſton. The Se pgration? 
* pi Paul and Barnabas unto that great Work, 1 
| | . | the 
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it by himſel? alone; Ha not after the Manner poi 
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che Holy Ghoſt eall'd them, ah the —_— of them _ 
td it, was by the Presbytery of the Church in n 3 


Hoch, Ads Kili. 1, 2, 3. and it is manifeſt from As 
at WY zi. 23, 26. and xiv. 25, 26. and KV. 30. that this | 
„ WCuurch was but one Congregagion. The Ordinatis - 
g. Wor of Timothy was by the lay iWon of the Hands of 
3 the Presbytery, (1 Ii. iv. 14.) of ſome one or o- 1 
ir, WH ther of theſe Chur of which we read, Ads xiv. 3 
le 23. compare Ads xvi. 1, 2, 3. and theſe are e A 
ie WY know led g'd to be Congregational; yea the conſtant 
| Signification of the Work Presbytery in the Writing | 4 
ot the Ane ients is, for what I ean learn, the Elder- | 
ſhip of one worſhipping Cor And if theſe = 
great Ordinations were tranſated in the Congrega» 
tions of the Saints, we need not go elſe where to find 
the Power of ordaining Biſhops or Elders, Ads xiv. 
23. and Deacons, Ad vi. | 

3. That great Deciſion in DoArine, even the q- 
ur, the Decrees about the keeping of Moſes's 
Law by the Gentiles, Ads xv. was ordained by the 
Apoſtles and Elders of the Church in Feruſalem, in 0 
the Preſence and with the Conſent of that whole | 19 
'- WH Church, Ad, xvi. 4. and xv. 26. and by none o- : 
ther . For, | ; 


r 1. Theſe Decrees were ordained by the Apoſtles, 
0 and theſe Elders with the Brethren that were in Je- 
ſalem, before the Queſtion and Diſpute was rais'd 
at Antioch; even that Company that ſays, We have 
f Wh £:4r4, that certain which went out from us ba ve 
) troubled you with Words, ver. 23, 24. 
2, As there is no Eyidence that there were Elders 
r Meſſengers there from any other, Church but An- 
tiach; ſo the Company that made the Deciſion is e- ö 
' WF vidently diſtinguiſhed from the Meſſengers of Autz- 
ch,” Paul and Barnabas; ſo that *tis madbfeſt they 
ere gag daembers of that Court that made the De- 


| ciſiam uy: 22. A. Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles F 
| and Ely with th: whole Church, "ta ſend choſen 5 
_ | ts. , Men | 
K 
| « 


” 
4 - 
. - 
* 
. © 
- | 44 
'F 1 
4 0 
9 ; 


— 
© 


* ? 


A PS ve _—_ 


— wo ao en that N 
acted atherwiſe in tha 
effengers-asking a Queſtion in the 1e of th 


rn 4 hv and giving Information, ye 


$50 be We are plainly 7 he eciſfion was made by 
15 les and Elders l os em, and that: thy 
this Queſtion in the Preſence and with th 
—— of * whole Church in r to Which 
they were Elders, Aﬀs xvi. * xv. 22. for by 
the whole Church I can underſtand not hing elſe, bu 
the Body of the People, the Flock over which thels 
Elders were Overſeers, not a Church repreſentatire, 
tis called, for that is Elders ; but this Church i 
iſtinguiſh'd from the Elders, and is no other but 
that Multitude, of which James, in the Fra 
all the Elders, ſpake to Paul when he came upon 
ther Errand afterwards to Jeruſalem, Ad, 1 
9 22, 25. This is the ſame Thing that goes 
= Defignation of Brethren, Ch. xv. 23. where al 
the Members of the Churches of the Gentiles in At 
tiocb, Syria and Cilicia are the ſame Way defign' 
and diſtinguiſh'd from the Brethren in Feruſalem, 
that conſented to the Deciſion, by their being of the 
Gentiles. This Deſignation appears to have been 
from the Beginning common to all Church-memberz 
Atts i. 14, 15, 16, 1 Thefſ. v. 12, for the Churches 
conſiſted then of none other but ſuch as were fit to 
be thus defign'd, and the Apoſtles reckon'd al 
Church: members their Brethren in Chriſt. 

There were very goof Reaſons for the making die 
this Deciſion in this Church, and for the ſending of Wl: 
this Queſtion by the Church in Antzoch to be deter- h 
mine! hete. As, | 
1. The falſe Teachers uſed the Authorig of the 

Apoſtles and Elders of this Church, fr 
they came out againſt Paul and Barnobnr Wet, 
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25, 26. and it was the os of ſuoh Teacbese * 


nd | 

43 Mr this to call the Apolſtleſhip of Paul in queſtie 75 
the Wd. copre ſens, him unto the Churches ** they A 
ne, as differing from the Apaſt les. ig 9 


5. The Word of God came out (1 Cor. xi. 36.3 


by Won chis Chu reh to Antioch and to all the World, 
from hence they had their Church Order, and all 

hs Wc Ordinances of Tilt, Adds xi, for this was pecu- 

> Wer to Zeruſulem, that there tha/Goſpel ſhould have 
Beginning. And it could bot but trouble and 

„rden the Church at Antzoch and all the Gentiles & 


ceedingly to think that this Church. ſhould be ſa 
r offended with them, as not to account them in a 
ate of Salvation, ver. 1, 24, 2% 

3. The Apoſtles were in this Church, and with the 
ders of this Church, where they began their Mi- 
try, and ſettled all Matters of Importance; and 
MS was an important Point to be fixed in this Church, 
hile they were in it; therefore we ſee the Church 
Antioch had a ſpecial Eye to the A oftles their 
ing in the Presbytery of Jeruſalem, when they ſent 
p this Queſtion to be determin'd there, ver. 2, 
Thus there is nothing like a Pattern for a Synod 
f any Kind in the xv. Chapter of the Ads, but a 
lain Pattern in the Churches at Jeruſalem and An- 
uh, the firſt of the Jews, and the firſt pf the Gen- 
les, for Congregational Churches with their Preſ- 
yteries, and tor the Sort of Perſons of! which thoſe 
burches ought to be made up, and for a Presby- | 
ery's doing Things not by number'd Votes, but b 


ereement, and for the Canſent of the whole Chure 
bere they rule unto their Deciſions, and for ſuch 
urches their mutualy helping one another, and 


l the Diſciples of Chriſt through the World, as they 
aye Occaſion; all which 1s freely acknowledged 
dy me. | 3 
4 It ig got agreeable to the Nature of ſuch Chri- 
hes as were from the Beginning, — . 
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they ſhould be ſubject to any ſuriſdicion, but 
of the Lord Chriſt their Head, or that they ſhawl 
nat depend immediately upon himſelf. For, if 
*Tis neceſſary unto that pure Communion in By 
| therly-loye,' ſpecially in the, Lord's Supper; whil 
ought to be in them, that they have iv wholly 
their Power under Chriſt to bind and looſe; 
their Communion in this Love cannot ſtand wil 
their being over-ruled in this Matter by a Superi 
Court, looſing whom they judge Chriſt comma 
them to bind, and binding ſuch as they judge 
commands them to looſe and receive in his Nan 
2dly,' Neither is it conſiſtent with their free Choig 
of their Overſeers and Teachers, and their mu 
taining of them at their own Charges, as the Waj 
of God directs, That the making up and diflolyin 
of the Relation Betwixt them and any of thefe Over 
ſeers, ſhould not be in their Power under Chrif 
zdly, Every one” of theſe Churches is a comply 
Church, repreſenting and ſhewing forth the Catholi 
inviſible Body of Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. And i 
is not agreeable unto this, that they ſhould be ſubs 
jected to one another, or to any, Juriſdicion bu, 
that of Chriſt, who is the Head ot the Catholicic 
Body, whoſe Po wer is maniteſted in their Diſciplingt: 
and who is the alone Head of every one of them, 
walking in the midſt of the Golden Candleſtick, 
and holding the Stars in his Right-hand, and i 
whom every Church of the Saints is viſibly builded 
together, as the Catholick Church is inviſibly, fi 
an Habitation of God thro* the Spirit, Eph. ii. 2h 
> 
| Laſtly, Synods took their Riſe from that firſt Steh 
of Detection from the primitive inſtitution, viz· dia 
ſetting of one Biſhop in a Church above the reſt gt 
the Presbytery, and making them dependent on him 
ſo that they were were no more his Peers, d could 


not be his Judges. This Corruption was car 
| an 
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eme to paſs thro* Negligence of that DireQio 
i: the Apoſtle gave againſt Artichriſt;, 2 Tbeh. 
16. Therefore Brethren ſtand faſt and bold the 
aditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
rd, or our Epiſtle. And this Direction he gave 
er he had ſaid before that the Myſtery of Iniqui- 
was already working · Yet this Step. of Defe&ion 
as not taken when Clemens Rom. wrote his Epiſtle - 
the Church at Corinth, tho? indeed he 'infinuates 
pething of a Contention about the Name ot the 
iſcopal Office, in the Foreknowledge of - whic 
ſays, the Apoſtles of Chriſt conſtituted” Biſhops _ 
d Deacons, and he ſpeaks of no more Diſtin&ion 
twixe Biſhops and Presbyters than the Scripture 
es, Page 54, 35, 57- However, by this ſetting up 
2new Kind of Biſhops, and, in Conſequence of that, 
mods, the Way«was pav'd for that - notable Change 
at happened, when he who at firſt letted was taken 
it of the Way, and when the Emperor became Chri- 
ian, and for that Uniformity which was the Throne 
the Beaſt, the Seat of Tyranny over the Conſcien- 
s of Men, and the Fountain of Perſecution, and of 
edding the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs of 
ſus, that kept the Commandments of God, and 
ie Teſtimony of Chriſt, under the Notion of He- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks. | 
em W II. „ 3 
Sy BE touchinF the Magiſtrate's Power in the King- . 
em of Chriſt, I have declar'd in what Senſe I re- 
ſe to ſubſcribe the, Confeſſion on that Head; and 1 
ye not yet been told, if that Senſe, wherein I un- 
erſtand it, and refuſed to ſubſcribe it, be now the 
enle of this National Church. | 44.7 
have been very far from denying the Magiſtrate's 
ower in any civil Society, yea or in any National 
e burch; nor do I in the leaſt queſtion his Right of 
mig ing in all Matters of wrong and wicked Lewd- 
nahen, and even in all Things pertaining to National 
8 Churches 
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grants divil Rights, or inflits Penalties, the 
judge, and chere is the Exerciſe of his Pay 
[ have not denied the Defence of the natural 
and civil Rights f Men in the Kingdoms of 
World, while 1 declare that Chriſt's Kingdom 5 
of this World; and therefore admits not 6f a woyli 
Defehce. And, when I affirm that the naturgl 
civil Rights of Mankind are to be defended inf 
Kingdoms of this World, I reckon that the Li} 
ot Mens Conſciences is one of theſe Rights, and t 
not ſee Ground for the Magiſtrate s puniſhing 
reticks and Schiſmaticks as tuch.. - _ 

But becauſe this Head is not ſo much inſiſted 
and the Commiſſion does not ſeem to make ſo 1 
f it as of the foregoing, I fil not now take 
Time with it. * 0 = 


So I proceed to the third Head; the Cortui 
And here I have been ſurpriſed at ſome, ſignifi 
that the other Grounds are not of ſuch Moment, 
to bear the Weight of the CEnfure, bat this! 
and the? they would not depoſe Men for rep 
tional Principles, yet they would, for the Con 
macy. Vet, | 
1. There is nothing in that which is called C 
macy, but what is. influenced by theſe Prigciplk 
and it muſt be owned that, if Congregational Pri 
Eiples do not deſerve ſuch a Cenfure, he that hd 
them, and walks up to them, is leſs cenfurable 
he that believes them, and does not practiſe the 
2. If the Grounds of forbidding me to preach we 
not ſuffici-nt, how is it poſfible har a Sentence ty 
theſe Grounds could loofe me from the Oblieni 
laid upon me to preach by the Law of Chriſt: 
can it be a Ground for my Depaſition, chat I ther 
' @'greater Regard to his Co , than to af! 
founded Sentence of Suſptnſibn F -* 6 
. 1 7 
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3. If it be the Mind of the Commifion, that the 
Sentence of à Synod, tho* iI founded, looſes the 
Obligation upon a Miniſter to exerciſe his Miniſtry, 
and that he is to give Obedience to it without ask - 
ing Queſtions; and if he do not, muſt loſe his Mi- 
niſtty 3 then this muſt be told me, ſapported + 
Seen 2 oo o_ _— of iN on the 
Confeſſion of Faith ; but if not, then of Nec the 
Grounds of the Suſpenſion were good, elſe there is 
no Evil in the Contumacy : For it cannot be call 
Evil to diſobey a Command obliging me to fin a- 
gainſt the Laws of Chriſt. | | 
Thus I haye laid before my. Jadges .a plain Ac- 
count of my Principles, and of the State of my Caſe 
as it now ſtands; and ſo I leave it with their Con- 
ſciences, as I commit it unto him, who is Head over 
allT hings to his Church, and knows well how to order 
it fot his own Glory and the Salyation of his Church, 
and is able to keep all that is committed to him 
againft that Day. 
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